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KOSEN EDUCATION:
MALAYSIA'S EXPERIENCE AND EXPECTATION

His Excellency Datuk Shaharuddin Md. Som
Embassy of Malaysia, Tokyo

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of Kosen's establishment and it was
30 years ago that the former Prime Minister Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad announced the “Look East
Policy”. Under this policy, Malaysian students were sent to Japan among others to learn Japanese
work ethics, discipline, custom and management style. Several programs were initiated including the
Japanese Technical Education Program (JTEP) which the Malaysian Government provides scholarship
for excellent students to pursue engineering studies at the various Kosen in Japan. The pioneer batch
of 24 JTEP students arrived in Japan in April 1984, early enough to enjoy the beautiful bloom of
Sakura for the first time in their lives. Life, however, for this pilot group was not as admirable as
Sakura. Everything from food to culture was new and students initially experienced difficulties in
their new environment. But thanks to the Japanese hospitality, they gradually began to assimilate
and eventually enjoyed their stay in Japan infused with valuable knowledge and experience. This
program would not have been successful without the commitment, cooperation and continuous
support from both Kosen and the Japanese Government. As a result of tireless efforts from both sides
to continuously improvise and improve this program, the modest intake of 24 students a year has
risen steadily over the years. Since its inception, more than 1,500 Malaysian have benefited from the
JTEP program and currently, there are 200 Malaysian students studying in 41 technical colleges in

Japan.

The Kosen way of education has produced quality and skilful engineers and technologists, who
have contributed to Malaysia's modernization. Graduates from Kosen are easily accepted by their
employers, mainly due to their deep understanding of Japanese work ethics and good practical skills
besides their fluency in Japanese language. These qualities were attributed to the Kosen's unique
syllabus which, among others, emphasized scientific experiments, workshop training and internship.
At the same time, the classroom system in Kosen enables closer supervision for students which in
turn encourage student-teacher interactions. Student dormitory service also provides a conductive

environment for study and better interaction with other Japanese students.

It is without doubt that Kosen has certainly played an important role in complementing our efforts
towards human capital development in Malaysia. It is our fervent hope that the JTEP program
continues to be relevant and comprehensive which will contribute towards the enhancement of its

international stature particularly in the field of technical education.
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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

Dr. Kitti Tirasesth

Former President
King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang,
Bangkok, Thailand

On behalf of King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang (KMITL), I would like to extend my
sincerely congratulations to Institute of National Colleges of Technology (INCT), Japan, on the truly
special occasion of its 50th anniversary celebration. We are especially happy and very pleased that
KMITL have such an esteemed relationship in which successful academic programs and activities have
prospered before and after the official academic cooperation had signed. All the National Colleges of

Technology in Japan are acknowledged as higher research and practical education institutions.

Our faculty members and students, who have been to some of your colleges for research or exchanges,
informed me that all of your colleges have a wonderful research environment and educational
systems. Moreover, the hospitality from your members was so kind and friendly. We are extremely
grateful for the sisterhood relationship established with INCT and would like to continue and develop

the relationship with various programs for our mutual benefit in the future.

Over the last half a century, INCT has accomplished great things and his missions in the research
and education and is to be commended on its strategy and vision. KMITL is proud to support and
be a part of this historic and momentous occasion and looks forward to closer collaboration and

cooperation in the future with your institutions.

f ) MESSAGE FOR INCT 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. BOO KHENG HUA
Principal & CEO

Temasek Polytechnic, Singapore

First, let me offer my heartiest congratulations to the Institute of National Colleges of Technology

(INCT), Japan on this very siginificant milestone of its 50th Anniversary .

Temasek Polytechnic is pleased to be in partnership with INCT as we share a common objective
of cultivating a global mindset and providing opportunities for global experience for our staff and

students. Since 2003 when the partnership started initially with exchanges between TP's School of
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Engineering and the Kumamoto National College of Technology, the number and variety of cultural
and professional exchange programmes have increased over the years to involve other Schools in TP
and INCT member institutions. As a result of our collaboration, more than 80 TP students were sent
to Japan for cultural exchange programmes and another 25 students completed their internships
at various INCT member institutions. Temasek Polytechnic also welcomed more than 80 Japanese

students from INCT with programmes in the areas of culture, technology and English Langugage.

I would like to extend our special thanks to Mr Kitani Masato and the INCT leadership team for
forging and growing this collaboration to cover all INCT member institutions and all the Polytechnics
in Singapore. Temasek Polytechnic would like to reiterate our commitment to this partnership and we

look forward to growing the breadth and depth of our exchange programmes and joint projects.

Once again, congratulations and best wishes to INCT as we look forward to more significant

milestones ahead in our partnership journey!

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

Ir. Dr. Lawrence W Chan
Deputy Executive Director and Academic Director (Engineering)

Vocational Training Council, Hong Kong

&\

[ would like to convey my warmest congratulations to the Institute of National Colleges of Technology

(INCT) on the special occasion of the 50th anniversary.

From the early establishment of twelve National Colleges of Technology (KOSENs) in 1962, the
number of KOSENs has grown to fifty one in recent years, and they are now grouped under INCT
as a single legal entity. In accordance with its mission “to foster practical and creative engineers”,
INCT enjoys a strong reputation from industry and the higher education community, both locally and
internationally, for its quality education that nurtures young people to become technically competent

engineers serving the manpower needs of the industry.

The Vocational Training Council of Hong Kong has initiated staff and student exchange activities
with a number of KOSENs since 2009. Through interactions with their Japanese counterparts, our
participants have acquired valuable experiences in terms of gaining international perspectives and
widening exposures. In an increasingly globalized economy, it is imperative for academic institutions
to strengthen ties with other institutions in an international arena, and we look forward to having

stronger and more fruitful collaborations with INCT in the years to come.
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MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS

Dr. Lung-Sheng Lee

Former President / Professor

National United University, Miaoli, Taiwan

On behalf of National United University (NUU), I would like to extend my heartiest congratulations to
Institute of National Colleges of Technology (INCT), Japan, on its celebration of the 50th anniversary
of the National College of Technology (KOSEN) system. My congratulatory message in a concise
Chinese phrase is “ & % % B - 2§ /4 8 ", pronounced as ‘gao zhuan ban bai * yu man si hai” in
mandarin Chinese. It means that KOSENs have a long experience and a superb reputation in preparing

practical and creative engineers for industries.

“ Ui "(si hai) literally means “four seas” and symbolizes “the world” in Chinese. Taiwanese often say
that * PUiE.Z NE 26 7, pronounced as ‘si hai zhi nei jie xiong di” in mandarin Chinese. It means that
“all men are brothers”. Japan and Taiwan are two close and friendly brothers. NUU and other four
universities in Taiwan are so pleased to have the sisterhood/brotherhood relationship established
with INCT and would like to foster the relationship with a variety of programs for our mutual benefits.

We look forward to more exchanges and closer cooperation with KOSENs in the future.
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